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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121 (d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1. 1 14 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
12/25/2005 has been entered. 

2. Claims 25-28 are pending. Claim 25 has been amended to include the functional 
limitation of a controller "...being structured to rotate... and to supply and .... Being 
structured to control..." 

Interpretation of Claims 

3. Limitations of a controller being structured to perform certain functions as 
appears in the instantly amended claim 25 are interpreted in light of the instant 
specification that on page 15 states "The electric motor 5, drive mechanism 13, control 
valve 10 19, ozone water feeder 21 , ultrasonic vibration power source 23, ozoneless UV 
lamp power source 37 noted above are controlled en bloc by the controller 17. This is 
the only place in the specification where Applicants elaborate on the functions of the 
controller. As for the structural units of the controller per se, those are absent in 
Applicants' specification. Flow diagram on Fig. 2 also shows the connection of the 
controller to the above mentioned units of the claimed apparatus. 
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4. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

5. Claims 25, 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over JP63-15710. 

JP'710 teaches an article treating apparatus comprising supporting means, 
rotatable by a motor; a cleaning liquid ejecting device for supplying a cleaning liquid to 
the upper surface of the article; an ultraviolet radiating device, including a device body 
(reads on "a reflector, as instantly claimed) and a lamp, the said device positioned 
above the support means; a controller, which controls functioning of the structural 
elements of the apparatus, particularly liquid ejecting device, rotatable supporting 
means and the ultraviolet radiating device (Abstract; Fig. 1 ; pages 57-59). The indicated 
wavelength of UV light is 254 nm (page 58, col. 5; page 59, col. 9), which is within the 
instantly claimed range. The cleaning liquid ejecting device of JP'710 is fully capable of 
supplying a cleaning solution having ozone dissolved in deionized water. The controller 
of the apparatus of JP710 is identically to the instantly claimed one connected to the 
rotatable support means, to the ozone water supply to the UV lamp power supply, and 
is, therefore, fully capable of controlling the operation of UV radiating device to emit UV 
light to the substrate being covered with cleaning liquid, and perform all other functions 
as claimed by Applicants. 

Applicants' attention is drawn to the fact that apparatus claims must be structurally 
distinguishable from the prior art in terms of structure not function. In re Dan lev , 1 20 
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USPQ 528, 531 (CCPA 1959); Hewlett-Packard Co. V. Baush and Lomb, Inc., 15 
USPQ2nd 1525, 1528 (Fed. Cir. 1990). 

Thus, all the limitations of the instant claims in terms of structure are met by 

JP710. 

6. Claims 27 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over JP63-1 571 0 in view of Yeol et al (U.S. 5,983,909). 

JP710 remains silent about base adding means for adding a base to the 
cleaning liquid. However, auxiliary supply means for adding basic or other cleaning 
enhancing components are conventionally utilized in the art. Thus, Yeol teaches that 
aqueous alkaline cleaning solutions are conventionally employed in the art (col.1 , lines 
45-50). Therefore, one skilled in the art motivated by Yeol would have found obvious to 
provide base adding means in order to supply basic components into the cleaning 
solution, thus enhancing cleaning of articles in the treatment apparatus of JP710. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed 1 2/25/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. The crux of Applicants' arguments with regard to JP' 710 reference 
appears to hinge on Ex Parte Pilkington, 137 USPQ 229, 230 (POBA, 1962), that 
permits the apparatus to be claimed not only by its structural limitations, but by its 
functional limitations. IN response to this, the Examiner's position, is that if such 
functional limitations do distinguish from the prior art, then the apparatus described by 
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the functional limitations, may be patentable. In the instant case the controller of JP710 
performs the same functions as the controller; of the instant claims (please, compare 
the statement on page 15 of the Applicants' specification and Fig. 2 of Applicants with 
the Fig. 1 of JP710). Therefore, lacking structural limitations of the instantly claimed 
controller, the controller of the instant claims is fully met by that of JP710. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mikhail Kornakov whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1303. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 - 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Barr can be reached on (571) 271-1 114. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 -273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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